Local UM students put academics to work by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
12-13-1999 
Local UM students put academics to work 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Local UM students put academics to 
work" (1999). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 16376. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/16376 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
Montana
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
Dec. 13, 1999
Contact: Robin Putnam, (406) 243-4614.
LOCAL UM STUDENTS PUT ACADEMICS TO WORK 
MISSOULA—
Another promising group of University of Montana students have taken their academic 
skills to the workplace this semester in internships offered through UM’s Center for Work- 
Based Learning. Among them are Michelle Mitchell of Poison and Heather Cahoon of St. 
Ignatius.
Mitchell, a senior in business management, is interning as a technology specialist at 
Salish Kootenai College, where she is sole technical support for 35 faculty and up to 150 
students. She oversees Internet-delivered courses and distance-education computer labs, 
administers servers that deliver courses, maintains the Web site for distance education, 
coordinates classes over the VisionNet system and orders, installs and maintains all computer 
equipment. Mitchell graduated from Ronan High School in 1987. Her parents are George and 
Lanette Mitchell, and Ford and Nina Swimmer.
Cahoon, a senior in Native American studies and English, is a bilingual tutor and 
mentor for Indian students in Missoula County’s public schools, helping students with 
academics and social issues. She is a 1995 graduate of St. Ignatius High School. Her parents 
are Francis Cahoon and Nancy Eastham.
Work-Based Learning’s internship program helps students integrate their academic
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education with practical job experience by developing work opportunities and coordinating 
placement activities with employers and faculty advisers. It serves about 1,800 students a year, 
placing 400 to 500 of them as interns throughout Montana and the nation in more than 35 
fields of employment. For information, visit the Web site at 
http: //www. umt. edu/coop_intern/wbl/.
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